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ABSTRACT 



Peace education has come a long way, but its history is not 
very well known. This text gives an historical overview, focusing on European 
developments from 1843-1939. Cites the London Peace Conference of 1843 and 
the Universal Peace Conferences as examples of bridging the principles of 
peace and the classroom. Glimpses are given of a number of important peace 
educators and activists. Early educational and psychological research is 
illustrated with Jean Piaget's work. The text asks these questions of the 
future: "How can the culture of peace become a world culture?"; "How will the 
educational system face up to the challenges of an ever-changing 
multicultural society?"; and "Is it possible to create a world citizen?" 
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PEACE EDUCATION: 

AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
(1843-1939) 



Verdiana Grossi 



Peace education has come a long way, but its history is not very well 
known. In this text, Verdiana Grossi from Switzerland gives an historical 
overview, focusing on European developments from 1843 to 1939. At the 
first London Peace Conference in 1843 the idea that the principles of peace 
must be instilled into the minds of the younger generation was emphasized. 
From 1889 to 1939, 33 Universal Peace Conferences took place, most of 
which addressed peace education. A central preoccupation was to remove 
the bellicose spirit from education and replace it with a spirit of peace, 
among other things by revising the textbooks of history. Glimpses are 
given of a number of important peace educators and peace activists, such 
as Jean de Bloch, Pierre Bovet, Elie Ducommun, Ferenc Kemeny, Odette 
Laguerre, Jean Mace, Jules Prudhommeaux, and A. Seve. Early edu- 
cational and psychological research in the area is illustrated with Jean 
Piaget’s work. Finally, the author summarises some of her observations 
and raises some questions for the future, for example: How can the culture 
of peace become a world culture? How will the educational system face up 
to the challenges of an ever-changing multicultural society? Is it possible 
to create a world citizen? 



